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In recentmonths,themediahascoveredstoriesthathighlighttheimportanceof publicinvestmentin
waterinfrastructureacrosstheCommonwealth.Thepublic is increasinglyawarethatburstor leaking
pipes,watercontamination,inadequatetreatment,andfloodwaterscanbemajorinconveniencesand
sometimescanleadtotragic outcomes.

TheWaterInfrastructureFinanceCommissionwasestablishedby Actof theLegislaturepursuantto
Section145 of Chapter27 of theActs of 2009. TheCommissionischargedwith developinga
comprehensive,longrangewaterinfrastructurefinanceplanfor thecommonwealthand its
municipalities. I wasappointedChairoftheeighteenmemberCommissionby GovernorPatrick,and
RepresentativeCarolynDykemais theHouseappointee.

TheCommissionhasbeenmeetingregularlysinceMayandwill holdaseriesof hearingsacrossthe
state,andinvites local municipalofficials,waterdepartmentandwaterdistrictofficials,groupsand
agenciesinterestedinwaterpolicy, environmentalandconsumerprotectiongroups,professionalsin
thefieldsof watersupplyengineeringandpricing,andotherinterestedmembersof thepublic to
participate. I encourageyou to attendthe publichearingandto distributethisnoticeto thosewho
maybeinterestedin attending.If you haveany questionspleasedo nothesitateto contactmy office.

TheCommissioninvites written andbrieforal testimonyon thefollowing:

• Issuesin identifyingandunderstandingthewater,wastewater,andstormwaterinfrastructure
needsofthe Commonwealth;

• Issueswith thecurrentandpotentialcapacityto financetheseneeds;
• Recommendationsonwaysto meetoperation,maintenance,andcapitalneedsof municipalwater

systemsin theCommonwealth;
• Recommendationson potentialchangesin local,state,andfederalapproachestowater

infrastructurefinancing;
• Fairandequitablemeansof financingwaterinfrastructureinvestments,includingtherole of fees,

rates,taxes,loans,grants,andotherfinancialvehicles;
• Thetechnicalandfinancialfeasibilityof sustainingpublic watersystems,conservationand

efficiencyprograms,wastewatersystemsandstormwatersystemsof municipalitiesandthe
commonwealth;

• Potentialfor costsavingsthroughconsolidation,coordination,reorganization,or regionalization;
• Potentialfor costsavingsthroughinnovationsin watertechnology

Verytrulyyours,

JamesEldridge
StateSenator
Middlesex& WorcesterDistrict



PublicHearingsof the
Water Infrastructure FinanceCommission

Wednesday,October13
lOam

RoomA-2 StateHouse
Boston,MA 02133

Wednesday,October20
lOam

ForbesMunicipalBuilding
45 WestMain St, 2nd Floor,Room23/24

Westborough,MA 01581

Wednesday,November10, 2010
lOam

Main Theater,TildenArts Center
CapeCodCommunityCollege

2240lyannoughRoad
WestBarnstable,MA 02668

(877) 846-3672

Monday,November15, 2010
lOam

PioneerValley PlanningCommission
60 CongressStreet

Springfield,MA 01104-3419
(413) 781-6045

Questionscanbedirectedto BrendanJarboeat 617-722-1120or
Brendan.jarboe@masenate.gov


